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[Becanse so wuch that has been sorit-
ten ehoui Hitler s tnaccurate or ox-
aggerated or entirely false, the fol-
Jowing article is privted as o con-
ribuiion toseard a truthful accourt
of the Nazi leader. Inguiries made by
the Editer showe that tUie author 15 a
trustzearithy wwitiess, thongh natural-
Iy the wouy he tells his story is his
gan, A German ariny officer bejore
and during the First IWorld War, he
sitbsequently served i the Reichs-
soohr. There, as he exploins, the posi-
tion he field cnabled lim to obifuin
first-hand knoweledge of Hitler ihal
other writers have lacked. ior ob-
vious reasons ke prefers anonyniity,
wor is i vet advisable to disclose
swkat led him to become o refiugee in
the United States.]

For fifteen months T was in daily
contact with Iitler, and I believe
1 know this strange man as well as,
if not etter than, anyone else. I
knew hins before he had to pretend
and put on a leader's mask, some-
times even to the so-called men
around him. After the First World
War he was just one of the many
thousands of ex-soldiers who waik-
ed the streets looking for work,
For him it was especialiy hard,
sifice he had not quite recovered
from his war injuries and was
without 2 family te which he conld
go back.

1 Was Hitler's Boss

By A Foryzr OFFICER OF THE REICHSWENR

At this time Hitler was ready to
throw in his lot with anyone who
would show him kindness. He
never had that “Death or Ger-
many” martyr spirit which later
was so much nsed as a propaganda
slogan to boost him. He would
have worked for a Jewish or a
French employer just as readily as
for an Aryan. When T first met
him he was like a tired stray dog
looking for a master. However
{ancifully writers describe  him
now, at that time he was totally
unconcerned  about the German
people and their destinies,

Not long aiter the war, as soon
as be was released from the hos-
pital, Hitler tried to enter the post-
al service as a mail-carrier. His
services were refused, because he
was unable to pass the intelligence
test. Hig school education in his
Austrian village would have been
quite sufficient, but his mental ca-
pacity sulfered after he was gassed
i the war,

I first met Hitler in 1919
when thie Soldiers' Councils (Red
Army) in Munich were smashed.
Members of these councils disap-
peared from their barracks and of-
fices, but it was known that they
met secretly, and that they were
far more numerous than their ene-
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my, the newly organized Reichs-
wehr, The Reichswehr was not ex-
actly an army in the usual sense
of the word, but rather a police
force to protect citizens from terror
groups. To forestall a surprise at-
tack from its adversaries, the
Reichswehr created an intelligence
service. I was at the time an infan-
try captain and detailed to organize
and supervise what was called the
instruction department. I picked a
handful of non-commissioned ofh-
cers with exemplary war records;
among them was Hiller.

The duties of these men were to
organize patriotic lectures in the
barracks and to attend labor meet-
ings in civilian clothes, mingling
with the workers and listening to
their talk, 1 had an office in the
officers’ mess. My only assistant
wis a young sergeant who acted as
my secretacy, Twice a day ny men
reported to me and we discussed
their findings.

Hitler was at first quartered in
the samie rcom with two other in-
struction officers, but not for long.
His rcom-mates complained about
his physical habits, and that he
talked and walked in his sleep ana
made himself generally a nuisance.
We put Hitler in a small room on
the second floor, with barred win-
dows, which had been used until
then as a lumber room, He seemed
to be happy in this cubicle, and
stayed there until he had to resign
from the Reichswehr on June 10,
1920.

Inside the barracks Hitler had
no friends. He was shy and self-
conscious. The reason for this was
probably the deformity (described
in his medical report) that made
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him unlike other men. In my opin-
ion it was this affliction that made
Hitler a lone wolf and outsider, He
felt keenly that he was different,
That was also the reason why he
was rated as permanently unfit for
military service on his reporting, in
1911, as an Austrian conscript,
This pariah was wild with joy
when, after the outbreak of the
war in 1914, the Germans disre-
garded his deformity and found
him eligible to serve in the German
Imperial Army. But [ doubt if his
army life was a happy one, A sol-
dier has uot the privacy that his
deformuty made Inm seck, and so
he was continually chafled by his
comrades.

After the World War former of-
ficers were considered small po-
tatoes in Germany. Their epavlettes
were torn from their shoulders by
the workers, and it was not safe to
wear war decorations in the street.
Ludendorff and his friends, former
high officers and eapitalists, met
once a week in the “little confer-
ence room’ ai the Hotel Vier
Jabreszeiten in Munich, There they
were their former selves, wore their
medals, clicked beels and saluted
one another, They mwourned over
their past splendor, deplored their
present condition and dreamed of
a glorious future. Here in the Vier
Jahreszeiten they talked about a
CGermany greater than ever and
about the terrible revenge they
wortld exact. To get all that an-
other war—-and the good-wili of the
workers to fight that war—was
necessary. According to their he-
lief Germany was never defeated.

While in the former enemy
countries people thought that Ger-
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many was forever erushed, and be-
came careless, here in Munich a
group of almost desperate men,
their wits sharpened by their mis-
ery, prepared. All causes that were
responsible for their defeat had to
be erased forever in Germany. The
principal cause, starvation, would he
made impossible if Germany could
become seli-supporting. But with-
out the support of the workers they
were helpless: a few thousand fa-
natics could not begin another war,
The workers had to become war-
minded again, but how? In their
passion for revenge, this Luden-
dorfl group thought of the most
extraordinary ways to regain the
good-will of the workers.

One general recalled the theory of
Joan of Arc as the illiterate French
shepherdess whose ontbursts of
exaitation were nsedd to convinee
the common people and the snl-
diery that a goddess was leading
them forward to hattle. So inspired
were the ignorant French warriors
that they drove the English away
from Orlans. The rse worked
once; why might i not work
again? The Ludendorf group
knew that nebody among them
could ever influence the masses, let
alone inspire them. No, a starry-
eyed. more or less crazy giel must
ke found 1o bring the German pea-
ple the glorious message that would
inflame them. Ludencortf himself
hunted diligently through the Ba-
varian mountains for a red-headed
peasant girl to play the part of a
German Joan of Arc who could be
sold as a goddess, a divine messen-
ger sent straight from Valhalla to
wake up the Germans and save
them from their bondage Ly lead-
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ing them to victory and cverlasting
glory. But no gir] was found with
the right kind of vitality and glam-
or to incite the masses,

That is where Hitler came in. In
discharging his duties he had vis-
ited a meeting of the newly found-
ed German Workers Party. This
handful of workers, though most
of them were miserably poor, still
felt a good deal of respect for the
former officers and capitalists. A
day or two after T had received a
report on this patriotic organiza-
tion, Ludendorft came into my of-
fice o get details. At that time he
and his friends were like Holly-
woead scouts lonking for talent, in
this case “Inyal" workers, and they,
ton, almost at the same time as
Hitler came across these extraordi-
nary patriots of the German Work-
ers Party.

Members of the Reichswehr
were nat allowed to join political
parties, but to please Ludendorff,
whose wishes were still respected
in the Reichswehr, T ordered Hit-
ler to join the Workers Party, and
help to foster its growth. He was
allowed at first the equivalent of
twenty gold marks in the current
inflation momey weekly for this
purpose,

Of course, other patriotic parties
and lecturers  cropped up  like
mushrooms after the war, but none
of them attracted the masses. The
lecturers were loo gentlemanly;
their meetings were held in hare,
dreary lecture halls with notices,
such as “Silence Please” and
“Smoking Protibited” on the walls.

\WVith Hitler a new way of ap-
?roaching the workers was tried.

lis meetings were announced in
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working-class saloons; there was
free beer, and cigars if the funds
allowed, also sausages and pretzels
free. Instead of “Silence Please”
on the wall, there was concertina
music, and folk songs, and more
free beer. Then when everyone felt
happy and grateful, Hitler jumped
on a chair or a table and started
with “Fellow-workers, Germany,
awake!" In such a genial atmos-
phere it was of course a pleasure
for the workers to “awake” and
madly applaud everything. The ex-
periment with Hitler was consid-
ered highly successful by his spon-
sors. Ludendorff and many others,
who kept carefully hehind the
scenes at first, now began to asso-
ciate openly with the Workers Par-
ty, or Nazis, as they camc to be
called.

As the Nazi party grew and be-
came popular in Munich, Luden-
dorff and his friends decided to
put everything on a strict husiness
basis. In fact, they copied American
methods of salesmanship. The par-
ty in Munich was so organized that
its ideas were gradually pushed by

litical salesmen into cvery home
in Germany. The program was
carefully concocted to fit in with
the wishful thinking of the major-
ity.

The leaders knew that to please
the majority, a minority must sui-
fer, and so the German Jews were
made the chief scapegoats hecause
their destruction would gain mil-
lions of votes for the Nazis. Small
shapkeepers hated Jews, hecause
they owned the chain stores; farm-
ers wished their destruction he-
cause they were indebted to Jew-
ish banks; even intellectuals were
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jealous hecause Jews held lucrative
positions in the arts and scicuces
and professions. The Communists
also had to be destroved, but that
was hecause they took their orders
from Russia and would never vote
for an imperial Germany.

The Nazi salesmen offered any-
thing and everything to make peo-
ple war-minded, The Christian re-
ligien condemned war; so the old
German  gods, who tock their
heraes, killed in battle, straight to
Valhalia, were peddled. The Nazis
knew that few wonld tronble to
fight and kill a beggar even if legal-
Iy allowed, hut most of them would
kill & rich man to take his wealth,
especially if such a killing were
considered honorable and patriotic.
Therefore, their sales-talk was:
Germany is a have-not conntry;
athier nations have afl the wealth;
Germany must fight them suceess-
fullv. and so be entitled to that
wealth, Thus, in their program the
Nazis catered always to the de-
sires of the majority.

At that time the Nazi aim was
tn restore monarchy, a Wittelshach
or a Hohenzellern, then launch »
successful war and regain their
former splendor and riches. That
patriotic slogan, “Everything for
Germany,” was nothing more than
satesmanship; nohody cared in the
least what would happen to the
rest of Germany, so long as the
resnlt would he a restoration of the
gond old days, Hitler was looked
upon as a goed salesman for the
Nazi idenlogy, who would be paid
off when he was no longer needed.

After the World War Germany
swarmed with political adventur-
ers. Rochm, a captain in the
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Reichswehr, was one of them, e
was shunned by his fellow officers
because of his abnormal vices, Nev-
ertheless, he was a clever strategist.
Seeing what possibilitics the Work-
ers Party had, he set to work to
bay Hitler for hinself. Hitler was
astonished and flatiered that a gen-
tieman should olfer him friendship
and advice. This friendship began
under cover as far lack as 1920,
Hitler, because of his physical de-
fect, was indifferent ahout Koehm's
vices; he saw in Reehm only the
distinguished  officer. When  his
friendsiip with Roehm  became
known, Hitler had to resign lis
position in the Reichswehr.
Beginning in 1922, the Reichs-
wehr gradually became alarmed lest
the Nazis should grow too pawcr-
ful and turn against it. Generals
von Lossow and ven Seeckt there-
fore decided o advise Goering,
who was considered a stauneh ‘m-
perialist, to join the Nazi party and
report on its  progress to  the
Reichswehr. Put for an ambitious
man like Goering it was too great
a temptation to remain a spy for
the Reichswehr; he soon decided
to play his own game. fle knew
that shonld monarchy he restored,
he would become, with so many
princes waiting for glamorous jobis
and medals, a mere nebody, On the
other hand, if he should throw in
his lot with the Nazis, there might
be undreamed possibilities for him.
Though it is nnt  generally
known, there was a deadly enmity
between Roehm and Goering right
from the heginning, Fach reckoned
upen being one day the ruler of
Germany and meanwhile waited
for any chance to cut the other's
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throat. After the putsch in Novem-
ber, 1923, Goering fled from Ger-
many badly wounded, and was not
allowed to return until after the
amnesty in 1927, During this time
Rochm was undisputed ruler of the
Nazi party. He put his friends, all
riffraff and adtricts to the same
vices as himself, into the key posi-
tions and started organizing his
own army, the Storm Troopers.
But Goering paid Roehm back
when the latter went to South
America to “organize” the Boliv-
ian army,

Rochm went to South America
becanse he thought that there he
could raise enough money to fi-
mance a putsch in Germany with
his Storm Troopers and, though it
is not well known, he obtained
large amonnts from Bolivian, Chil-
can and Argentine Nazi sympathiz-
ers. A German brewery in Argen-
tina alone contributed 2,000,000
pesos as & loan. While Roehm was
away, Goering discredited him and
undermined his power wherever
he could.
© Why, it will be asked, did Hitler
alfow all this working over his
head? Was he not the leader of the
Nazis? The answer is that Hitier
never was nor is he now anything
of the kind, As a leader Hitler is
prohably the greatest hoax ever
piayed on the world. The reports
that Hitler brought me daily in the
Reichswehr were scrupulously hon-
est, but his style and grammar were
lamentahle, This reports always had
te be rewritten hefore 1 could file
them. His intellect was net higher
than that of an eight-year-old child.
After he left the Reichswehr, he
was completely at the merey of po-
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litical frecbooters. Those two
would-be dictators, Roehm and
Goering with thweir satellites, fought
one another behind the scenes tooth
and nail. They even ousted Luden-
dorff. Finally Goering won the hat-
tie in the “Blood Purge” of June
30, 1934

The way was now clear for Goer-
ing and he lost no time. Conscrip-
tion ; occupation of .he Rhineland;
total recarmament; intervention in
Spain; invasion of Austria, Czech-
oslavakia, Poland and other coun-
tries followed. “A bloodthirsty mad
ogre,” “a superman in leadership
and strategy,”—in such terms was
Hitler referred to. How little the
world knows about the real Hitler!

The Nazi boast, "Tell people the
most senseless lie again and again
and they believe it to be sure and
certain truth,” has a right to stand
after the world acknowledged Hitler
as Germany's leader. As a rabble-
rouser of the highest order Hitler
was and still is of extreme value to
the Nazis. So many people helieve
that without him Germany would
have become a peace-loving coun-
try. Little do they know the true
character of the Germans. Let the
war bugle sound and show them a
uniform, and they will follow their
officers as the children followed the
Pied Piper of Hamelin.

If all Germans had not more
brains than Hitler, they would be a
harmless lot. It is people with
brains who use Hitler for their own
ends that arc dangerous—those
who try to build their own pros-
perity and well-being upon the mis-
ery of others. Hitler has never been
capable of making a decision of his
own. He certainly never wrote a
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line of Mein Kampf; he mercly
signed his name to it. Many writers
had their fingers in the Mein
Kamp] pie. Ludendorfl, Rosenherg,
Haushofer. Streicher, Epp, Fekart
and probably several ethers con-
tributed material for the boek. Hess
collected all their stulf, chose swt-
able parts fit for printing, and so
Mein Kanpf came into existence.

The chapter of Mein Kampf in
which British-German  collabora-
tion s advocated was written by
Hess himself. To attract the curi-
ositv of the man in the street, the
opinions of the political adventnr-
ers who eollaborated were written
n the form of Hitler's antobiogra-
phy. Hitler, the man with the mind
of a fourthi-grade scholar, was of
course proud 1o sign bis name as
author of a hook.

Hess was Hitler's first and most
sticcessful mentor, Born in a Birit-
ish protectorate, and with his best
friends amongst members of the
British upper classes, he developed
Anglomama. In his apinion a Ger-
many allied with Great Britain
could castly smash the rest of the
world. Goering's belief was that
Germany alone was qualified to
rule the world. Hess's plane trip to
Scotland last May was, in my opin-
ion, for the purpose of trying to
find a solution that would end the
war hetween Germany and Britain,

A dabbler in mesmerism and
faith healing, Hess certainly was
most successful with Hitler. Be-
fore cvery important speech Hitler
was, sometimes for days, closcted
with Hess who in some unknown
way got Hitler into that frenetic
state in which he came forth to
address the pubiic. Just before Hit-
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ler had appointments to receive
statesmen or foreign correspond-
ents, he was minutely coached as
what to say. Sometimes when un-
expected  questions were put to
him, he just walked away, or start-
ed his senseless political rantings.

At times Hitler sulks like a had-
tempered child ; he locks himself up
for days and bolds conversations
with himself, and his public speech-
es and receptions have to be post-
poned. When in such mowls, music
often has 2 soothing ellect on him.
He does not care what type of mu-
sic it is so long as it is noisy; he
is not in the feast musical ; be like's
Wagner's music because it is loud.
As a rule his coach has to play the
piane wildly, while he makes weird
neises in his month, imitwing a
trumpet, and bangs his fists on
tables and chairs. Such concerts
can last for hours before Hitler
falls into a tranquil sleep.

Germany has many Fausts, hut
their Mephistopheles is Goering
who was able, through crafty prop-
agandists like Goeblicls, to sell Hit-
Jder to the entire workl as a patri-
olic superman, Goering alone en-
gineered the burning of the Reich-
stag and had a feeble-minded hoy
executed for it. He arranged the
“Blood Purge” of June 30, 1934;
it was he who saw that Hitler got
the false material to convince him
that Rochm intended to kill him
unicss he killed Rochm first. Goer-
ing's references to Hitler as “My
Fuehrer, the greatest living Ger-
man of the ages” and his placing of
Hitler's hust ail over his house are
sheer hypocrisy, designed to mis-
lead public opinion.
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Those who call the present war
“Hitler's war” or who say “We
must defeat Hitlerism” do not
know what role Hitler plays in
Germany. Posed photographs in
which Hitler is seen signing an
agreement or, surrounded by gen-
crals, placing a2 finger on a war
map are reproduced by the most
serious newspapers as important
documents and are regarded by the
readers with awe,

Yet the real power is Goering.
If that is s, then why, it may be
asked, does not Goering get rid
of Hitler and take his place? Be-
cause the time has not yet come,
Hitler is still a useful pawn in
Goering’s hands. If Germany loses
the war, Goeriag can hypocritically
declare: “Let us have an honor-
able peace. We Germans never
wanted this war, It is this Austrian
magkman whe is to blame, We will
send him to a sanatorivm fur life.”
But if, on the other hand, Germany
should win, Hitler will have out-
lived his usefulness. He will die
and Goering will come into his in-
ieritance,

Goering will even make use of
Hitler when dead. Hitler would be
declared the greatest of all German
suints and herces. Thousands of
faithiul Aryans would every year
make a pilgrimage to his tomb,
German theatres would boom by
preducing  saintly  Hitler  plays,
Joan of Arc style, The throne
would he restored it Germany,
with Geering as wmonarch. To rule
over Europe would not satisiy his
vanity; he would strive to bring
the whele worid under his imperial
SWay,



